
3. It makes technical and clerical corrections.
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SUBJECT: Pit Bull Dog Ordinance.·

DATE:

Tr.~ attached ordinance was prepared and placed on the agenda
dt the request of Commissioner Gersten. The ordinance is also
cosponsored by Commissioners Valdes, Schreiber and Dusseau.

The alternate ordinance, also attached, differs from the
original agenda item in the following respects:

1. It specifically allows municipalities to provide for
more stringent regulation of pit bull dogs and pit bull
dog owners; .

2. It limits the 'available methods for showing financial
responsibility to those enumerated 1n the ordinance:'
and
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breeds;

ness In their met nod of e t t eck U;at does not include the common

breeds of dog.
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99-22ORDINANCE NO.

WHEREAS, for the above reasons, pit bull dogs present a

danger to the health and we~fare of the citizens of Dade County.

different In degree anj k.ind. fro~ the dangers presented by other

warning signs such ~s barking cr growling displayed by other

) :

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5 OF THE CODE OF
METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, R~LATING
TO THE REGULATION OF "PIT BULL" DOGS AND
OWNERS OF "PIT BULL" DOCS; PROVIDING
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; PROVIDING
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONFINEMENT OF PIT
BULL DOCS; PROVIDING FOR FINANCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY OF OWNERS OF PIT BULL DOGS;
PROVIDING REGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, TIME OF
COMPLIANCE AND PENALTIES; AMENDING CHAPTER
BCC OF THE CODE TO ADD CIVIL-PENALTY;
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, INCLUSION IN THE
CODE, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS. to increase its effectiveness as a fighter, certain

tenacious In the attack.; 3) an unusually aggressive temperament

towards human beings and anl~als; and 4) an extraordinary dlrect-

pit bull traits have been selected and maximized by controlled

breeding. including 11 a set of powerful jaws With an exceptional

ability to grip. lock and tear when the dog bites; 21 a unique

insensitivity to pain that causes pit bulls to be exceedingly

and seriously injured by pit bull dogs; and

WHEREAS, pit bull breeds were developed for the purpose of

fighting dogs and other animals; and

WHEREAS, in recent months Dade County has experienced a

tragic series of incidents in which citizens have been attacked

WHEREAS. concurrent with these attacks upon human beings.

the community has also experienced an increasing number of animal

killings resulting from pit bull attacks; and



COMMISSIONERS OF DADE COUNTY. FLORIDA:

Definition and Identification
of a Pit Bull Dog.

Rese~yeB Legislative Intent.

Substantially conform to the
standards established by the United
Kennel Club !cr ~~erican pit Bull
'D:!.r~

Substantially COnform to the
standards established by the
American Kennel Club for American
Staffordshire Terriers or
StaffordshIre Bull Terriers; or

Section 5-17.1 of the Code of Metropolitan

The aforementioned findings are hereby

ill

ill

Sec. 5-17.1.

Section 3.

Amended ,.,..
Al ternatl.'t'·
Agenda Item No. 2(at
page No. 2

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

EK 0J I 6p I 947

This article is intended to utilize the
authority and powers of Metropolitan Dade
County in order to secure for the citizens of
this County the protection of their health,
safety and welfare. It Is intended to be
a Bcable to do s which are commonlrefer
re 0 as "pi u so an w care e ne
herein. This article is designed to regulate
these pit bull dogs and to ensure res~onsible
handling 6y their owners through con! nement,
registration. and liability Insurance. The
uni~e history, nature and characterIstics of
pit ull dogs have been determIned to reguire
the special regulations and provisions
contained wIthin thIs article which the
county CommIssion hereby finds reasonable and
necessary.

Section 1.

l/ Words stricken through shal~ te deleted. Underscored words
constitute the a~end~ent proposed. Re~3~ning provisions are now
in effect and re~a1n ~~cha~;ed.

Dade County. Florida, shall read as follows:

rncorpore.ted by reference and made a part hereof.

Section 2. Section 5-17. of the Code of Metropolitan Dade

County. Florida shall read as follows: l /

.' .



Dade County. Florida. shall read as follows:

89":2'2:,\.'
.0: . .. t

No. '2(a) '.

948I, "
I ~.:;~: 'J .

Lt~b1~1~y ;r.~urance or Other
E~:1en~e of F:na~cIal
Re5ponsio:ll ty Required to be
~alntained By Owner of pit
i3\.J~'1 ~ogs.

Confi~ement of Pit Bull Dogs.

Section 5-17.2 of the Code of Metropolitan

In order to prot~ct t~e p~bllC and to
afford re::e! :ro~ tne sevcro r.arm and Injury

Scc. 5 - 1 7 . 3.

Sec. 5-17.2.

o Amended
.>\. Alternate

Agenda Item
Page No. 3

Animal Services Division of the Public Works
Department of Metropolitan Dade county.

Section 4.

Dade county. Flor:da. s~a~~ re3d 35 follows:
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Ti~e for Comoliance.

f.r.force:::ent.

Registration of Pit Bull Dogs.

Section 5-17.6 of the code of Metropolitan

Section 5-17.5 of the Code of Metropolitan

..r.:-.
v.t:V

Section 5-17.4 of the Code of Metropolitan

EK 0UI 6p I 949

~ All persons subject to this. article
shall~ve ninety (90) days from the effec
tIve date of this ordinance to compl¥ ~!¥b
III confinement. registration. an a ty
insurance requirements.

Sec. 5- 17 . 6 .

Sec. 5 - 1 1 . 5 •

Sec. 5-17.4.

Section B.

Section· 7.

Section 6.

Dade County. Florida. shall read as follows:

Dade county. Florida. shall redj dS follows:

Dade County. Florida. shall read as follows:



.'

50.00

Civil
penalty

*
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:,_ .._._ •• ~_ .. c.r ~

t,ecying of PH
Bul ('logs

Failure of owner ~
of pit bull dog to
maintain insurance
or other evidence of
financial responsi-
biHty

Failure to register ~
pi t cull dog

Feilure to obtain
required license
tllg for dog

Fllilure to confine ~
pH bull dog

Description of
Violation

Schedule of Civil Penalties.

~Arnended
.,Alternate

Agenda Item
page No.5-

Section 8CC-lO of the Code of Metropolitan

Humane destruction of the pit bull
dog by order of a court of compe
tent jurisdiction. The County
Manager or his desIgnee may apply
to t e court for such order pur
suant to this paragraoh.

*

Code
Section

5-8

ill

ill

Sec. 8CC-lO.

Section 9.

7

Reference
Number

Dade County. Florida. is amended as follows:



PASSED AND ADOPTED: .?l 0 ( I,n
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This ordinance shall become effective ten

Nothing in this article shall prevent munici-

It is the intention of the Board of County

If any section, _subsection, sentence. clause

Section 14.

Section 13.

Section 12.

Section 11.

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency.

Prepared by:

tion, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section,"

"article," or other appropriate word.

Commissioners, and it is hereby ordained that th, provi~ions of

this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of

Metropolitan Dade County, Florida. The sections of this ordi-·

nance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such inten-. .

(10) days after the date of enactment.

palities from providing for more stringent regulation of pit.bull

dogs and pit bull dog owners.

·or provision of this ordinance is held invalid, the remainder of

this ordinance shall not be affected by such invalidity.



APPENDIX

EXHIBIT A

OFFICIAL U.K.C. AMERICAN PIT
BULL TERRIER STANDARD

Revised January 1, 1978

HEAD: Medium length. Brick like in shape.
Skull flat and widest at the ears, with
prominent cheeks free from wrinkles.

MUZZLE: Square, wide and deep. We~l pro
nounced jaws, displaying strength. Upper
teeth should meet tightly over lower teeth,
outside in front.

EARS: Cropped or uncropped (not important).
Should set high on head, and be free from
wrinJt.ies.

EYES: Round. Should be set far apart, low
down on skull. Any color ~ccp.pt.~hlA.

NOSE: Wide open nostrils. Any color accept
able.

d1'
NECK: Muscular. Slightly arched. Tapering
from shoulder to head. Free from looseness
of skin.

SHOULDERS: Strong and muscular. with wide
sloping shoulder blades.

BACK: Short and strong. Slightly sloping
from withers to rump. Slightly arched at
loins, which should be slightly tucked.

CHEST: Deep, but not too broad, with wide
sprung. ribs.

RIBS: Close. Well-sprung, with deep back
ribs.

TAIL: Short in comparison to size •. Set low
and tapering to a fine point. Not carried
over back. Bobbed tail not acceptable.

LEGS: Large, round boned, with straight,
upright patterns, reasonably strong. Feet to
be of medium size. Gait should be light and
springy. No rolling or pacing.

THIGH: Long with muscles developed. Hocks
down and straight ..

COAT: Glossy. Short and stiff to the touch.

COLOR: Any color or marking permissible.

WEIGHT: Not important. Females preferred
fron thirty to fifty pounds. Males from
thirty-five to sixty pounds.

ell 0UI 6p I 952
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OFFICIAL A.K.C. STANDARDS

American Staffordshire Terrier

Head-Medium length, .deep through, broad
skull, very pronounced cheek muscles, dis
tinct stop; and ears are set high. Ears
Cropped or uncropped, the latter preferred.
Uncropped ears should be short and held half
rose or prick. Full drop to be penalized.
Eyes-Dark and round, low down in skul~·and

.set far apart. No pink eyelids. Muzzle
Medium length, rounded on upper side to fall
away abruptly below eyes. Jaws well defined.
Underjaw to be strong and have biting power.
Lips close and even, no looseness. Upper.
teeth to meet tightly outside lower .teeth in
front. Nose definit~ly black.

. Neck~Heavy, slight19 arched, tapering
from shoulders to back of skull. No-loose
ness~f skin. Medium length.

Shoulders-Strong and muscular with
blades wide and sloping.

Back-Fairly short. Slight sloping frQm
withers to rump with gentle short slope at
rump to. base of tail. Loins slightly tucked.

Body-Well-sprung ribs, deep in rear.
All ribs close together. Forelegs set rather
wide apart to permit chest development.
Chest deep and broad.

Tail-Short in comparison to size, low
set, tapering to a fine point: not·curled or
held over back. Not·docked.

Legs-The front legs should be straight,
large or round bones, pastern upright. No
resemblance of bend in front. Hindquarters
well-muscled, let down at hocks, turning
neither in nor out. Feet of moderate size,
well-arched and compact. Gait must be
springy but without roll or pace.

Coat-Short. close, stiff to the touch,
and glossy.

Color-Any color, selid, parti, or
patched is permissible, b~all white more
than 80 percent white, black and tan, and
liver not to be encouraged.

Size-Height and weight should be in
proportion. A height of about 18 to 19
inches at shoulders for the male and 17 to 18
inches for the female is to be considered
preferable.

2
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staffordshire Bull Terrier

Head and Skull-Short, deep through, broad
skull, very pronounced cheek muscles, dis.
tinct stop, short foreface, black nose. Pink
(Dudley) nose to be considered a' serious
fault. .

Eyes-Dark preferable, but may bear some
relation to coat color. Round of medium
size, and set to look straight ahead. Light
eyes or pink eye rim to be considered a
fault, except that where the coat surrounding
the eye i~ white the eye rim ~ay be pink.

Ears-Rose or half-pricked and not large.
Full drop or full prick to be considered a .
serious fault.

Mouth-A bite in which the outer side of.
the lower incisors touches the inner side of
the upper incisors. The lips should be tight·
and clean. The badly undershot or overshot
bit~s a. serious fault.

Neck-Muscular, rather short, clean in
cutll~e ~~d ;:3du~11y 'wide~i~g tcw~rd the
shoulders.

Forequarters-Legs straight and well
boned, set rather far apart, without loose
ness at the shoulders and shoWing no weakness
at the pasterns, from which point the feet
turn out a little.

Body-The body is close coupled. with a
level topline. wide front. deep brisket and
well sprung ribs being rather light in the
loins.

Hindquarters-The hindquarters should be
well muscled, hocks let down with stifles
well bent. Legs should be parallel when
Viewed from behind. .

Feet-The feet should be well padded.
strong and of medium size. Dewclaws. if any.
on the hind legs are generally removed.
Dewclaws on the forelegs may be removed.

Tail-The tail is undocked, or medium
length. low set, tapering to a point and
carried rather low. It should not curl much
and may be likened to an old-fashioned pump
handle. A tail that is too long or badly
curled is a fault.

Coat-Smooth, short and close to the
skin. not to be trimmed or de-whiskered.

Color-Red. fawn. white. black or blue,
or any of these colors with white. Any shaae
of brindle or any shade of brindle with
white. Black-and-tan or liver color to be
disqualified.

Size-Weight: Dogs, 28 to 38 pounds;
bitches, 24 to 34 pounds. Height at shoul
ders: 14 to 16 inches, these heights being
related to weights. Nonconformity with these
limits is a fault.

3
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March 20, 1989

STATE Of flORIDA
COUNTY Of DADE'

:

Br. 0 ~I I 5p I 955

IIlCHARD P. IIIItNKEA, ClERK
RAYMOND 1lUtI. DEI'\ITY CUIIK
~

.~I .IlT1lOPOUTAIl DAOC COVIlTY._A

OR01NANCE AMENOING CHAPTER 5 OF THE CODERELATING
TOTHEREGULATION OF ''PIT IlUll" DOGSANDOWNERS.

A public M.~no will be MId IJy 1M Dade CountY _ 01 County
Comml.o~ In 1M Commlllion Chambers 1oca1od on 1M ....
ond 1l00r 01 1M MeIre-Dade Cenla<, III N.W. Aral SlIM!, Miami,
FIo<ld••1 t:OO A,M. April.•• 1__ IMIIoard wIli COIlolda<
Neond raadlng iInd.lInal paaaage 01all ordinance enllllod: . . !

OI\01NANCE AMEN01NG CHAPTER 5 01' THE COURT OF ;
METftOPOllTAN DADE COUNTY. FlORIO~ RELATING TO
THEREGULATION OF "PIT BUU." DOGSANDOWNERSOF
"PITSUU" 000lI; PROY101NG lEGISLATIVE AN01NQSAND
INTENT: PRO\II01HO DEFINITIONS; PRO\II01HO fOR COtf..
FINEMENT 0" PIT BUll 00QlI: PROY101NG FOR FINA'"
C.Al RESPONSlBllITY OF OWNERSOF PIT .llUI.l OOOS:'
PROVIOlNG'IIEGISTRATION. ENFORCEMENT. T.IME OF
COMl'UANCE AND RESmICTlHONEWlY ....COUtRED· PIT
BUll DOOS AFTER SPECIFIED DATE: PROVIDING
PENAlTIES;AMEN01NG CHAPTER ICC OF THE·CODE TO
AOO CMI. PENALTY; PI\OVlDlNQ SEVERABIlITY, INCLU
SION IN THECODEANDANEFFECTIVE DATE

An ln1aMl~ perl... mer~ encfbe'!lMrd at iM 11_ and
Ill- opaClllod. CoplM 01 ","__ ....,. be oIlletnad lrOm 1M

. a.rt<, IIoard of CountY Comrn/aaIoners, lkIIte 210. _....0- Cent«.

A peIWlIi .t.o declclH te~ tIrI~lon.~ tir tif;' bowd,
~ Of _oalon wt'" ,"peel to tIrI metter """.- at n.

,1MOl1ng Of _no. wtn _ • ..- 01 1M ~_. lIuch
,_....,_to_1NII._tm_oIIM~

;to-.1nCtudInQ lfIa ..t~ ............. ucon wNcl> lfIa IIIlllMI
"IOllol_.

C.......'n Ih. :

.11 pubUthtod In uld ft ....".".. In tt'. Inu., 01

e.fore the uftdentQn.cl lu",of1ty ~~on.n, Ippelfe<l
$00'" WIlUlm •• whO Oft 0.'" ...,. tha, ,hi II thl VIc_
P,..kMnt 01 le'O., A~I.lno 01 , .... Miami AI"'., • dall,
tuupt Sa''''dl'. SuftdAy Ind l~.1 Holld."t newsPlpet.
putt't.~ '" Miami tn 0.0. Covnty. fk>4cSa: tNt tM attIC'*'
copy ot ~.enMnt. tMlno • l-vat Actverttt~t01 HoUee
In ,"'. rntInet'oi
METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLA,
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5
OF THE CODE RELATING TO THE
REGULATION OF "PIT BULL" DOGS
AI~D OWNERS

X X X
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